Foothill Transit

December 12, 2014

To: Executive Board

Subject: Foothill Transit Class Pass Update

Recommendation
Receive and file the Foothill Transit Class Pass Update.

Background

Early last year Foothill Transit’s Executive Board directed that staff pursue
expanding the student rider program to colleges throughout the San Gabriel
and Pomona Valleys. The Foothill Transit Class Pass Pilot Program launched in
August 2013 and since then we have seen increased ridership, high student
participation, and enthusiastic college students and staff.

Foothill Transit currently participates in student rider programs at Rio Hondo
College (GoRIO) and Pasadena City College (I-Pass) along with L.A. Metro
and a number of other municipal transit providers. In March 2014 the
Executive Board approved a Class Pass subsidy rate of $0.60 per boarding
and the fee structures for both these colleges were modified to reflect the
new subsidy rate. Both schools were amenable to the new rate and signed
updated MOUs. Ridership levels for both programs remain consistent.

The new Class Pass Pilot Programs at Mt. SAC and the University of La Verne
have proven to be very successful. These programs started in the Fall
semester of 2013 and have continued for three semesters. Boardings for these
Class Pass Schools surpassed one million boardings in mid-October 2014.

In order to continue the Class Pass at Mt.SAC beyond the pilot phase, a
student vote to implement a student fee to fund the program was needed.
The student vote took place November 17-20, 2014 where students were
asked whether they wanted to fund the program by paying a $8 fee for part-
time students and a $9 fee for full-time students. The student body voted to
approve the fee with 81 percent voting yes and 19 percent voting no. We are
told by representatives of Mt. SAC that the turnout for this election was
almost three times the number of students than any other campus election.
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